
Ten Design Tips: Give Back! 
 
Each of Us Can Make an Impact through the Power of Giving 
 

  
 
One of the best resolutions to enhance your new year is to Give Back to those in 
need. These tips can help you in your efforts to volunteer your time. 
 
1.  Choose to give based on something you love to do and are savvy at doing.  
For example: Teaching (spend time tutoring or mentoring a child), Working with 
your hands (help to build or repair for those in need), Great with web 
development (volunteer to work on updating organization Web sites). 
  
2.  Commit to your volunteering as a standing appointment.  Make it a part of 
your routine that's as non-negotiable as other commitments. 
  
3.  If you have friends or family who are willing and able to also give back, do it 
together.  Having a partner in doing good is encouraging and you can even meet 
others with similar interests, through the opportunities. Teaching your children 
the value of giving back to others is an essential learning opportunity. 
  
4.  Start small.  You don't have to conquer it all in one day.  Just start by giving 
your time or services for one event or day. Many organizations host special 
events to raise money or awareness.  Once you try it, you'll have more of a 
reason to stick with it. 
  
5.  Plan travel around volunteering.  Try sites like Global Vision International  
www.gviusa.com or www.VolunteerTravel.com for information and ideas on how 
to make vacation a volunteer opportunity. 
 
 
 
 
 

   



 
6.  Talk to your neighbors.  Find out what they're involved in and find some 
local opportunities you may never have thought of before. Many community 
organizations need volunteers:  Libraries, museums, schools, day-care centers, 
senior centers…the list is endless. 
  
7.  Expand a skill-set while you volunteer. Is there a new task you want to 
learn? A new career path you'd like to explore? Strengthening your resume and 
testing the waters in a new field are perfect opportunities for volunteering. 
 
8.  Give back to a cause that has personally touched your life. There is no 
greater passion or motivation than helping an organization that has helped you, 
your family or your friends. For example, you may have been touched by a 
hospice organization when you went through the painful loss of a parent  
or grandparent. What can you do now to support its mission? 
  
9.  Become an advocate. Use your business and communication skills to build 
awareness and momentum for a cause you believe in. Work with an organization 
to affect positive changes at a grass-roots level, in your State, or in Washington. 
Work for candidates who believe in the causes that are important to you. 
 
10.  Organize a youth group service day. Is your child a Scout? A member of a 
religious or other youth group? What about the after-school program at school? 
Many charitable causes have programs in place for group volunteering. 
Coordinate a day of service that creates a life lesson and provides a valuable 
service at the same time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   


